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I Am Thou of Ramchandra Gandhi is a literary and philosophical work, -
primarily an advaitin narrative of Indian reality and civilization as it is in the
core both virtually and really and also a metaphysical cum aesthetic critique
of its unmeaning polyphonic appearance or appearance in a distortion of
Nayayika’s samyoga category. Samyoga or Juxtaposition, for Gandhi, is of
two types, viz. surrealistic in its European nuance, and sacred. Modern
Indian Civilization is more surreal as it exhibits a juxtapositional nature, an
unmeaning cohabitation of family and crueity, worship and pollution,
learning and cowardice, beauty and poverty, power and fear, love and
tyranny, and so on. ‘But’, as he says, ‘this participation of our country in the
pathology of modern times ought not to obscure the sacred juxtapositions of
our religious life and culture symbolized, for instance, in the juxtaposition of
Gods and their Vahanas ...and strikingly beautifully and revealingly the
juxtaposition of Sri Lakshmi and the lotus on which she sits or stands
assuredly but not grossly.” (Gandhi : 1984 : 58-59) The sacred type of
samyoga too may be called surrealistic but in its sacred dimension. At the
deeper level it constitutes the Indian reality and exhibits its truth : “Yet
perhaps Indian uniqueness is not co-existence as such but the co-existence of
co-existence and synthesis. Hegemonistic Christianity, Islam. Capitaiism
and Communism could well become transformed if only they were to see n

this samyoga of co-existence and synthesis a way out of their dilemmas and






